
 

CONSTRUCTION 

Big Project ME Awards 2017 
winners revealed 

 
By Gavin Davids 

Posted on November 28, 2017 

Construction industry celebrated at Habtoor Grand Resort 

 

The 2017 edition of the Big Project Middle East Awards took place on November 27, 
2017 at the Habtoor Grand Resort Autograph Collection in JBR, Dubai, with the annual 
B2B event attracting a packed-out Al Andalus Ballroom to celebrate the best the 
regional construction industry has to offer. 



Held annually, the event has grown to become one of the most recognised and well-
regarded awards in the industry, with participation from contractors, subcontractors and 
construction focused companies operating across the GCC and Middle East region. 

This year’s event saw close to 100 nominations submitted across 20 categories, while 
the event itself welcomed 200 senior and C-level executives from across the 
construction spectrum, including representatives from the UAE’s Ministry of 
Infrastructure Development and Dubai Electricity and Water Authority. 

“The Big Project ME Awards 2017 was a resounding success for us. We’re delighted to 
see such a wide range of contractors and subcontractors taking part in the awards, 
despite challenging market conditions,” said Raz Islam, publishing director, CPI Trade 
Media. 

“We had a full house on the night and it was clear that everyone had a great time. It’s 
very heartening to see the passion and appreciation that the industry has for our 
awards. We had fantastic quality in the nominations this year, and some very deserving 
winners. I offer my congratulations to all of those who took part, especially the winners 
and runners up.” 

The awards themselves were divided into distinct categories: Sustainability, 
Infrastructure, Technology and Innovation, Individuals and Construction, with strong 
competition for each prize. 

This year, the biggest award of the night – Construction Contractor of the Year – went to 
Al Naboodah Construction Group; while Depa Interiors picked up Construction Project 
of the Year for the King Abdullah Petroleum Studies and Research Centre. 

Other notable winners were ALEMCO for MEP Contractor of the Year, while Multiplex 
for both Sustainable Contractor and Sustainable Project of the Year. 

For the individual award categories, the big winners were Donna Sultan from KEO 
International Consultants for Construction Executive of the Year, while Engineer Ahmed 
Alhammadi, director of the Roads Department – Ministry of Infrastructure Development 
won Infrastructure Leader of the Year. Engineer Eman Al Mansoori, director of the 



Tenders and Contracts Department at the Ministry of Infrastructure Development won 
Big Project ME’s Woman of the Year. 

The judges for this year’s awards were drawn from the consultant sector of the 
construction industry, allowing for an impartial voting process for each category, with 
each judge allowed three votes per category – one for a winner, first runner up and a 
second runner up. 

The judges were: Professor Abdul Sabouni from the CIOB, Andrea Scotti of 
BuroHappold, Nathan Cartwright from Godwin Austen Johnson, Paul Doherty from 
Faithful+Gould, Suhail Arfath from Autodesk, Jason Saundalkar from ME Consultant 
and Gavin Davids from Big Project ME. 

The complete list of winners is: 
Construction Contractor of the Year       Al Naboodah Construction Group 
Construction Executive of the Year         Donna Sultan – KEO 
Construction Professional of the Year (Male)               Rob Davies – Depa Group 
Construction Professional of the Year (Female)             Reem Dayoub – LACASA 
Construction Project of the Year              King Abdullah Petroleum Studies and 
Research Centre – Depa Group 
Big Project ME’s Project of the Year        One Central – Phase II of DWTC Expansion 
– Al Futtaim Carillion 
Developer of the Year   Nakheel 
MEP Contractor of the Year        ALEMCO 
Specialist Contractor of the Year               Ecocoast Contracting LLC 
Sustainable Contractor of the Year               Multiplex 
Sustainable Project of the Year               Neighbourhood One Residences Phase 1 – 
Multiplex 
Sustainable Initiative of the Year             Home Energy Audit Program – AESG 
Sustainable Construction Company of the Year               Dow Chemicals 
Excellence in BIM Implementation          Buro Happold 
HSE Leader of the Year  Shapoorji Pallonji International 
Skills Development Programme for 2017               ALEC Evolve 
Infrastructure Leader of the Year (Government Department)         Eng. Ahmed 
Alhammadi, Director of Roads Department, Ministry of Infrastructure Development 



Infrastructure Project of the Year (Roads, Rail and Transport)  Riyadh Metro 
Package 3 – Hill International 
Sustainable Government Department of the Year      DEWA 
Big Project Middle East’s Woman of the Year               Eng. Eman Almansoori, 
director of Tenders and Contracts Department, Ministry of Infrastructure Development 
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